
 

 

DONALD WESCOTT FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

DONALD WESCOTT FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NORTHERN SUBDISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING  

October 18, 2022 

 

1. Call to Order 

Called to Order at 4:05 p.m. 

Board Attendance: Mark Gunderman, Mike Forsythe, Larry Schwarz, Charles Fleece and Duane Garrett 

Executive Staff: Operations Chief Jonathan Bradley 

Legal Counsel: Emily Powell, Kelley Duke 

Sign In: Natalie Barszcz, Gary Nelson, Jerry McLaughlin, Fred Workman, Steve Simpson 

 

2. Review and Approval of Agenda 

a. Director Fleece made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, with a second by Director 

Schwarz. The Board unanimously voted to approve the agenda as presented. 

 

3. Public Comment (3 minutes) 

a. Steve Simpson stated that he would like to see public comment be taken at the end of the Board 

meeting agenda as well as the beginning. He also commented about the Board's executive ses-

sion at the last meeting regarding the Sun Hills Fire Station, and stated that neighborhood resi-

dents should be consulted regarding their opinions on the future use of the property. 

i. Chairman Gunderman commented that public comment is taken at the beginning of the 

meeting, so that the Board may consider public input prior to acting on a matter. 

ii. Gary Nelson stated that EIS has been attending District Board meetings because it also is 

interested in acquiring the Sun Hills Fire Station. 

iii. Fred Workman expressed concern that adequate public notice and comment opportunities 

have not been provided in connection with the potential sale of the Sun Hills Fire Station, 

and that many neighbors are concerned that selling the property for residential use could 

set a precedent of subdividing other neighborhood parcels. He suggested conveying the 

property back to the owner of the original parcel. 

iv. Jerry McLaughlin also expressed concern regarding the District selling the Sun Hills Fire 

Station for residential use due to the lot size being less than 5 acres.   

 

4. Sun Hills Fire Station Property 

a. Discuss Disposition of Sun Hills Fire Station Property 

i. President Gunderman reported that the Board obtained an appraisal of the Sun Hills Fire 

Station property, which came in at $390,000. 

ii. Legal counsel Kelley Duke and Emily Powell give a history of the property, including its 

subdivision, special use permit, and current zoning and use authorizations.  Based on its 

zoning and use authorizations, the property may only be used for fire district purposes or 

for residential purposes. It cannot be used for anything else. 

iii. It was the consensus of the Board to table listing the property for sale for 30 days to no-

tify surrounding neighbors of the proposal to dispose of the Sun Hills Fire Station prop-

erty. 

b. Consider Approval of Broker Agreement 

i. No Board action taken 

 

5. Administrative  



 

 

a. The September financials were presented for the Board’s review and approval.  Director Garrett 

made a motion to approve the September financials as presented, with a second by Director 

Fleece.  The Board unanimously voted to approve the September financials as presented. 

b. The September meeting minutes were presented for the Board’s review and approval.  Director 

Schwarz made a motion to approve the September meeting minutes as presented, with a second 

by Director Forsythe.  The Board unanimously voted to approve the September meeting minutes 

as presented. 

 

6. Chief's Report 

a. Chief Bradley presented the following items on behalf of Chief Kovacs: 

i. On September 2, staff met with the Town of Monument regarding opportunities for fire 

station and training center property.  

ii. On September 11, Chief Kovacs attended the 9/11 remembrance ceremony with the 

Town of Monument, Monument Police Department, and CrossFit 7070.  

iii. On September 15, stakeholders met for a wildfire evacuation tabletop exercise hosted by 

the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC).  

iv. On September 23, Chief Bumgarner, Chief Bradley, and Chief Kovacs met with L4319 to 

discuss a proposed Meet and Confer Plus agreement.  

v. On August 28, Chief Kovacs had a meet and greet with AMR. 

vi. Over the past year, Monument Fire Protection District (Monument FPD) has made 

several capital purchases, including a new engine, ladder truck, Type III wildland engine, 

squad, and ambulance. They continue to work with the manufacturers to take delivery of 

the apparatus.  

vii. Monument FPD continues to work with the Town of Monument and a Denver-based 

architectural firm to discuss their options for Fire Station 3.  

viii. Monument FPD continues to investigate options for a training tower.  

ix. Monument FPD continues to complete the initiatives identified in the strategic plan.  

x. Monument FPD is continuing its efforts to complete its Community Risk Assessment and 

Standards of Cover for agency accreditation.  

xi. Staff continues to work on the 2023 Budget.  

b. Chief Bradley reported the following: 

i. Participated in the regional fire dispatch steering committee meeting to recommend 

changes to unit IDs in El Paso County.  

ii. New hire written testing completed. Eligible candidates have been invited to interviews 

scheduled for late October.  

iii. Participated in Monument FPD's Mission, Vision, and Values working group meeting.  

c. Chief Mola provided written information regarding the following: 

i. 2nd Annual Monument Driver Academy  

ii. Solar and fire education at the Office of Emergency Management  

d. Chief Pearson/EMS Coordinator Soll provided written information regarding the following: 

i. Monument FPD continues to host the regional Mass Casualty Incident (MCI) planning 

committee, including North Group agencies, Colorado Springs Fire Department, the 

physician advisor group, all local hospitals, and the RETAC coordinator. The committee 

is updating the current RETAC MCI response plan.  

e. Chief Bumgarner provided written information regarding the following: 

i. Traveled to Bradenton, Florida, to complete the final inspection of the new squad.  

ii. Continued to work on facility projects, including replacing the apron at Fire Station 2 and 

developing the project scope for the Fire Station 2 remodel.  

iii. Staff developed, planned, and scheduled Fire Prevention Month with District 38.  

iv. Completed fire final inspections on three townhomes and one commercial project.  



 

 

f. Lieutenant Keough provided written information regarding the following: 

i. On-going repairs and maintenance of apparatus and light-duty vehicles.  

g. Operations Report: 

i. 6 fire incidents 

ii. 226 EMS incidents 

iii. 546 training hours completed 

iv. 4 fire inspections completed 

 

7. Old Business 

a. 2023 Budget Presentation Update 

i. Budget was updated to increase legal expenses to $75,000 to capture the anticipated costs 

of a November 2023 election to dissolve the Northern Subdistrict and concurrently in-

crease the District's mill levy.  

b. Discuss 2023 Mill Levy Adjustment 

i. Chairman Gunderman made a motion to approve an increase of 0.52 mills to the general 

operating mill levy in order to stabilize the District's revenue due to a decrease in residen-

tial and commercial assessment rates, with a second by Director Garrett.  The Board 

voted 4-1, the motion passed. 

c. Consider Approval of Bill of Sale/Quit Claim Deeds- Real and Personal Property to Monument 

Fire Protection District 

i. Chairman Gunderman made a motion to approve the Bill of Sale and Quit Claim Deeds 

transferring real and personal property to Monument FPD, with a second by Director 

Fleece.  The Board unanimously approved the motion.   

 

8. New Business  

a. None 

 

9. Firefighter's Forum 

a. None 

 

10. Public Comment 

a. None 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

Director Schwarz made a motion to adjourn the meeting, with a second by Director Forsythe. The Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 5:47 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Stacey Popovich 

Administrative Assistant 

 

APPROVAL 

 

The foregoing minutes, which have been approved by the affirmative majority vote of the Board of Directors of 

the Donald Wescott Fire Protection District and the Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Northern Subdistrict, 

are a true and accurate record of the meeting held on the date stated above. 

 

_____________________________________  



 

 

Mark Gunderman, Chairman 

 

_____________________________________ 

Lawrence Schwarz, Secretary 

 

 

 

 


